Press Conference 
Intervention of farmers’ organizations from Africa, South and North America, Europe and Asia:

The low levels of agricultural prices 
destroy family farming, 
the Doha Round can only worsen the situation!
Hong-Kong on the 14th of December - The representatives of millions of agricultural producers from around the world wish to share their concerns regarding the current negotiations within the WTO and present their common proposals.
In 2003 and 2005, farmers’ organizations from 33 countries of all continents gathered to analyze the impact of trade rules on their living conditions and the future of their profession. These meetings led to the signature of Joint Declarations in Dakar (2003) and then in Chapecó (Brazil, 2005), see www.dakardeclaration.org .
Family farming, practised by the large majority of the 3 billion farmers, has much to fear from a new fall of customs tariffs and government aid.  On no continent, can family farming support yet a new fall of the prices of its productions, nor can it support new surges of products on domestic markets.  To accept such a situation, is to condemn family farming and to pursue the exclusion, each year, of tens of millions farmers’ families who then join the billion people living in poverty.
Conscious of the paramount role that family farming plays as the engine of the economy, as the main source of food security for the population, and as a factor to fight rural poverty; these agricultural producers refuse that agriculture be used as an exchange currency in negotiations and ask that it be treated in the respect of its specificities. They are convinced that, for the survival of family farming, it is essential either to maintain, or to create, instruments necessary to implement agricultural policies adapted to the diversity of situations and capable ensuring a future for their exploitations.
“After our experience with low and unstable returns from export oriented markets, we chose to implement a supply management system, which is based on collective bargaining and production controls.  This system provides agricultural producers with stable remuneration.  We refuse to accept trade rules that, through the lowering of tariffs, and tariff quota expansion, condemn a system that works well for agricultural producers and consumers alike,” said Bruce Sanders of Dairy Farmers of Canada.  
NDiogou Fall, president of ROPPA
 (a network that brings together 10 farmers organizations from West Africa) stresses that: “The real market access that we are after is access to our own national and regional markets.  This is why it is imperative that our States be able to ensure protection of our domestic markets when faced with low priced imports by being given the right to raise tariffs and use fast and effective safeguard mechanisms.  WTO rules, like the pressure from the World Bank and the IMF, prevent our governments from being able to make decisions that favor our development.”
According to Georges Naylor, of the National Family Farms Coalition / NFFC (United States): “While it is true that our family farms often cover areas greater than 100 ha, the low prices derived from the market do not provide sufficient revenue.  Domestic support (counter-cyclical payments and deficiency payments) that insufficiently compensates for these low price prices are often contested on the world scene.  Like all producers, we would prefer to receive our revenue directly from the sale of our products.  Remunerative prices make this possible, while rendering subsidies unnecessary.”

“The “latifundistas” associated with the agri-food conglomerates intervene at the international level with the same aggressiveness that they demonstrated in Brazil itself, where they had appointed the minister of agriculture and of commerce.  For us,  the family farmers of Brazil, what is essential is not access to international markets but instead access to our domestic market and the move towards agrarian reform in order to eradicate hunger within the Brazilian population,” said AltemirTortelli, general coordinator of FETRAF-Sul (Brazil) 
     

“Faced with current trade rules which are disastrous, and the risk that negotiators will reinforce them, we want to consolidate the solidarity of family farmers around the world.  To guarantee a sufficient and quality food, the agricultural and land policies must assure the sharing of land and stop the drastic disappearance of millions of family farms every year across the world,” said René Louail, a member of Coordination Paysanne Européenne, CPE, (Europe)
Many organizations share the same preoccupations:  “It is important to must remember that the Doha round is a development round and not a “market access round”… All countries must insure food sovereignty” reminds us the signatories to the December 13th joint declaration
.  

Speakers

AltemirTortelli,General Coordinator FETRAF-Sul (Brazil) / T: 95 77 06 55  – Portuguese speaking)

Ndiogou Fall, President of the ROPPA (West Africa) / T: 62 74 74 63 –French speaking)

Bruce Saunders, Dairy Farmers of Canada, (Canada) / T: 94 07 69 37 – English & French speaking
George Naylor, National Family Farm Coalition, NFFC, (USA) / T: 90 17 92 69
René Louail , Confédération Paysanne, France / Coordination Paysanne Européenne, CPE, (Europe) 
T: 92 63 48 09
(These topics will be developed during another conference
 on 15th december, Room E, 14 :00-17 :00)
.
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� ROPPA: Réseau des Organisations Paysannes et de Producteurs Agricoles de l'Afrique de l'Ouest


� Member of FETRAF-Brésil (Family farmers federation) 


� Joint declaration as of December, 13th, 2005, signed by farmers organizations from Indonesia, Europe, Japan, Korea, India, the US, Norway, West Africa, Swiss and Iceland (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.dakardeclaration.org" ��www.dakardeclaration.org�) 








