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I. Introduction 

1. West Africa is currently involved in the preparation and negotiation of an Economic Partnership Agreement with the European Union.  This EPA is the trade part of the Cotonou Accord which succeeded the Lomé Conventions in June 2000, and organises cooperation between the EU and the 77 countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) ;
2. This cooperation is based on three interdependent pillars: political dialogue, cooperation and development and trade.  The Cotonou Accord, like its previous conventions, is very different to other accords that the countries or the region have signed with other countries or regions in the world: it was negotiated between two parties, it has a specified time span (it covers a period of 20 years) and is based on conjoint institutions put in place between the two regions: at a ministerial level (the Council of Ministers), at an ambassadorial level (the Committee of Ambassadors), and at a parliamentary level (the Joint parliamentary assembly); 
3. There is another fundamental particularity: the participation of non-governmental actors in the cooperation strategy (private sector, social and economic partners, and civil society).  This participation is reflected in an obligation to inform these actors and to involve them in the definition of political cooperation policies and strategies,  and also to include them in the implementation of programmes (part of the financial resources can be allocated to them);
4. The objective of this partnership as defined in the Cotonou Accord is as follows:
“to promote and expedite the economic, cultural and social development of the ACP States, with a view to contributing to peace and security and to promoting a stable and democratic political environment.
The partnership shall be centred on the objective of reducing and eventually eradicating poverty consistent with the objectives of sustainable development and the gradual integration of the ACP countries into the world economy.”
5. The Cotonou Accord is based on 4 fundamental principles:
a. Equality amongst partners and respect of State sovereignty in the definition of development strategies;
b. The participation in addition to the State of other non-State actors to promote the involvement of society in the partnership;

c. the central role of dialogue and respect of mutual undertakings by each of the parties;

d. Differentiation (cooperation arrangements and priorities vary according to the level of development and performance; particular efforts to be made for least developed countries and landlocked and island countries) and regionalisation (increased support for regional integration) ;

6. The cooperation accord relies on “essential elements”: respect of human rights, democratic principles and the state of law.  These “essential elements” are complemented by a “fundamental element”: good governance, defined as “the transparent and accountable management of human, natural, economic and financial resources for the purposes of equitable and sustainable development. “
7. The respect of rights refers to all basic liberties and all Human Rights: civil and political, economic, social and cultural rights.  Consequently the right to food is an integral part according to article 25 of the Universal declaration of human rights: “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, (…)”.  Article 11 of the Pact on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1976, details “The States Parties recognise the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living (…) including adequate nutrition and undertake to take appropriate measures to realise this right”;
8. The main instrument for financing development cooperation is the EDF, the European Development Fund.  It has a five year programme.  It finances the national indicative programme in each country and the regional indicative programme for activities at a regional level.
II. Reform of trade cooperation 

9. The Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) being negotiated should profoundly modify the trade regime that has been in force up until now between the European Union and the ACP countries;
10. Trade cooperation between the EU and the ACP finds its origins in the Yaoundé Accords (negotiated after decolonisation) then the Lomé Conventions from 1975.  The Yaoundé Accords aimed to prolong the privileged trade relations between the colonial powers and their former colonies, so as to secure supplies to Europe in certain raw materials whilst securing the markets of the former colonies.  The extension of the ACP group of countries, moreover, largely followed the expansion process of the European Union and led to the integration of the former colonies of the new member States. 

11. The Lomé Conventions sought to promote the privileged relationships between the two groups of countries while affirming the desire to build a new international economic order.  The trade region was supported by commercial concessions accorded by the EU to ACP countries at a time when the markets of industrialised countries were a lot more protected by customs duties than they are today.  These non reciprocal trade concessions were based on the principle that undertakings and efforts should be proportional to the level of development.  They took essentially three forms:
a. Lower customs duties for entering the European market than those applied to other non ACP exporters;

b. “Product protocols “ guaranteeing export quotas to certain ACP countries for products in competition with European products: beef, rum, sugar, etc.  These quotas were paid at the European price;
c. Systems for stabilising export earnings: STABEX for agricultural products and SYSMIN for mineral products.  These systems were meant to allow for compensation for losses in earnings linked either to a drop in the volumes exported or in a reduction in the global price.
12. Although it offered better tariff conditions for access to the European market in comparison to other developing countries, and although the ACP did not have to open their markets to favour European exports, the Lomé trade regime did not give the hoped for results and proved to be disappointing.  The ACP market share lost ground enormously both in terms of world trade in general, as well as on the European market.  The ACP countries were not able to resist the growth in terms of power of the competing developing countries: the countries of Latin America (coffee, bananas, etc.), Asian countries (oils) and the Mediterranean countries (fruits and vegetables).
13. The trade partnership did not allow for diversification in terms of exports or for the development of the value added of raw materials.  The ACP countries mainly export raw materials that are hardly processed if at all, and involve little local employment or value added.  The raw materials are also those that are the most sensitive to price erosion and losses in exchange terms.  The partnership did not allow either for diversification in destinations: Europe remained the main market for the ACP, with products whose consumption per inhabitant hardly increased.  And the European population is only growing slowly.
14. The system for stabilising earnings went into crisis when it was no longer a matter of correcting short terms imbalances as price drops went into a long term cycle.  Financial resources did not allow for this trend to be corrected. 
15. Finally, two major problems emerged: erosion of preferences and non compatibility of the Lomé regime with WTO regulations:

a. The EU multiplied negotiations with other regional bodies with the perspective of creating regional free trade agreements or association accords.  In any case, it accorded to new partners trade preferences for market access in exchange for facilitated access for its own exports.  Mechanically, this brought a reduction in the “preferential margin” for ACP countries, also known as preference erosion;

b. Multilateral negotiations at the WTO have included agricultural products since the Uruguay Round and the Marrakech Accord of 1994.   In this, customs duties were reduced generally as part of the trade liberalisation process.  The reductions in duties that the EC accorded had to be extended to all countries of origin (most favoured nation clause).  This also led to an erosion in the preferences accorded to products originating from ACP countries;

c. Finally the Lomé regime necessitated an exemption from the WTO as the Lomé regulations were not compatible with the WTO rules.  Why?  Because the concessions could not be accorded by one country (or region) to another country (or region), without it being extended to all other countries, except in two instances: (i) when an LDC country was involved; (ii) if this concession is reciprocal and is part of a free trade agreement.  This is article 24 of the WTO.
16. The ACP group includes LDC countries and developing countries that are not LDCs.  This is true for West Africa.  The Lomé regime did not respect the WTO rules for three non LDC countries: Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Nigeria. The ACP competitors, mainly Latin American countries for the banana issue, brought a complaint before the WTO (dispute settlement body).  A way out had to be found.   
17. The option decided on was to negotiate economic partnership agreements that aim to create free trade zones between each sub-region of the ACP and the European Union, to make “the trade regime compatible with the WTO regulations”.
18.  The economic and trade cooperation covered by the EPAs have the following objective: “fostering the smooth and gradual integration of the ACP States into the world economy, with due regard for their political choices and development priorities, thereby promoting their sustainable development and contributing to poverty eradication in the ACP countries. (..). Given the current level of development of the ACP countries, economic and trade cooperation shall be directed at enabling the ACP States to manage the challenges of globalisation and to adapt progressively to new conditions of international trade thereby facilitating their transition to the liberalised global economy. (Article 34 of the Cotonou Accord). 
19. In terms of conformity, article 34 states that “Economic and trade cooperation shall be implemented in full conformity with the provisions of the WTO, including special and differential treatment, taking account of the Parties’ mutual interests and their respective levels of development”.  Article 35 clause 3 states that “Economic and trade cooperation shall take account of the different needs and levels of development of the ACP countries and regions. In this context, the Parties reaffirm their attachment to ensuring special and differential treatment for all ACP countries and to maintaining special treatment for ACP LDCs and to taking due account of the vulnerability of small, landlocked and island countries.
20. The negotiations of these accords began at the end of 2002. They dealt with general issues debated at the level of “all the ACP countries”.  Then, the negotiations were organised at the level of each sub-region.  This was launched in October 2003 for West Africa on the basis of a mandate from the regional Heads of State and a road map adopted conjointly by the European Commission (EC) and West Africa (WA) in August 2004.  These negotiations are expected to finish at the end of 2007, with a view to the accord being applied from the 1st January 2008 and for a period of 12 years until 2020.

III. Trade between West Africa and the European Union 
21. The region exports to the world as a whole to the tune of 5.96 billion dollars of food and agricultural products.  It imports a similar value: 5.44 billion dollars. The region imports close to 9 million tonnes of cereals, mostly in the form of wheat and above all rice.  Imports of meat have increased threefold over the past twenty years.
22. 48% of agro-food imports are made up of three groups of food products: cereals, dairy products and meat.  The share of these three products in imports has grown in the last 20 years, and the value of imports has doubled.  These are products that regional agriculture is capable of providing!

Table 1: evolution in imports to ECOWAS in the three major categories of products in competition with regional industries
	 
	1984/85
	1993/94
	2003/04
	2003-04/ 1993-04

	ECOWAS imports in volume (tonnes)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cereals
	4 390 416
	4 645 383
	8941939
	192%

	Dairy products + eggs 
	204 617
	161 147
	268842
	167%

	Meat and meat products
	45 995
	78 578
	222766
	283%

	ECOWAS imports in value (1000$)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cereals
	1 076 828
	1 005 357
	1873872
	186%

	Dairy products + eggs 
	223 744
	254 332
	529424
	208%

	Meat and meat products
	49 729
	73 087
	221005
	302%

	Total three groups of products 
	1 350 301
	1 332 775
	2 624 300
	197%

	Share of these 3 products in total agro-food imports  
	40.5 %
	45.9 %
	48.2 
	


23. Taking the region as a whole, West Africa exports raw agricultural products and the hard currency that it earns just about means it can cover the cost of its imports of food products, of which 70% are products in competition with regional industries. 

24. The EU is the main region that trades with West Africa.   The latter is also the main ACP region.  It carries out 40% of the trade of ACP countries with Europe. 43% of the WA agro-food imports originate from the EU and 68% of WA agro-food exports are destined fro the EU.  West African trade in the agro-food field is very dependent on the EU.
25. Exports are massively dependent on the three non LDC countries – to the tune of 84% for agricultural products, 80% for all products:  Côte d’Ivoire (for whom cocoa represents 60% of exports); Ghana and Nigeria (for whom oil products are the primary export).

26. Agricultural exports represent 31% of total exports to the EU.  The main agricultural export products are cocoa and its derived products (63% of the total), fish and processed products (19%), fruits (9.4 %).  Exports are highly concentrated on few products and generally on products that are hardly processed (three quarters of Ivorian cocoa is exported unprocessed).

Table 2 : Importance and evolution of trade between ECOWAS and the European Union 

	
	1988-89
	2003-04
	Variation

	Total imports 
	6 339 454
	11 671 859
	+ 84 %

	Total exports 
	7 672 230
	10 965 320
	+ 43 %

	Total trade balance 
	+ 1 332 776
	- 706539
	-

	Agro-food imports 
	986 731
	1 930 979
	+ 96 %

	Agro-food exports
	1 977 829
	3 381 932
	+ 71 %

	Total trade balance for agro-food products 
	+ 991 098
	+ 1 450 953
	-

	Share of agricultural exports in the total imports originating from the EU
	15.6 %
	16.5 %
	-

	Share of agricultural exports in the total of exports to the EU
	25.8 %
	30.8 %
	-


Source: according to Eurostat data
27. Imports are a little better distributed: the three non-LDC countries are responsible for 51% of agro-food imports originating from the EU and 60% of all imports put together.  Imports are mainly centred on the following products : cereals and derived products (21%), dairy products (15%), fish (10%), meat (5.5 %), etc. ;
Graph 1 : Share of the various products in imports and exports to West Africa from the EU
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IV.  Agriculture and food in West Africa 
28. 40 million people suffer from chronic hunger and malnutrition in West Africa.  Poverty is the prime factor in food insecurity and equally food insecurity and hunger are largely responsible for poverty.  Other causes such as conflict, drought etc. are responsible for causing major crises. 

29. It is estimated that two thirds of people who suffer from hunger live in rural areas and rely on agriculture and livestock farming.  Inadequacies in production means, environmental degradation, lack of investment capacities, the spiral of debt (particularly to ensure food survival), etc. are also factors that explain the inability of these households to produce sufficient food to feed themselves.
30. Farmers in West Africa are extremely diverse in terms of their agro-ecological potential, access to markets, access to production factors, production directions, etc.  Understanding the rationality (or rather rationalities) of these various categories of farms is essential for considering conditions for improving their trade environment and for modernisation. 

31. However, in general these farmers rely essentially on the network of family-run farms that are very small, have little recourse to inputs and use traditional production systems, using low capital (little mechanisation) and making use mainly of family labour.  Only a tiny minority of farms have been able to set themselves on a cycle of modernisation and intensification, often geared towards production for export and which benefit from industry network organisations (provision of inputs, management advice and technical support, training, credit, marketing, etc.). 
32. Over the last 20 years, these production units have experienced profound changes precisely on the issue of market insertion.  Farmers located in arid and semi arid agro-ecological areas generally have farming systems based on minimising risk.  Improving living conditions for households is achieved through diversifying sources of revenue beyond agriculture.  
33. In areas with better rainfall, processes are largely linked to the availability of resources (land, credit…) and to the existence of growth markets.  The areas situated in the south of the Sahel countries and the north of coastal countries have mainly been turned over to cotton and find themselves caught in the trap of high dependence on a market reliant on the subsidies awarded in developed and emerging countries.

34. All family farming concerns are now deeply inserted in the market.  The majority of cereal growers from Sahel countries for example market the cereals at harvest time even if they are unprofitable.  They are strongly reliant on markets to guarantee family food security and are also consequently even more susceptible to consumer prices that to production prices.  This is a real handicap for conducting agricultural policies that promote regional production by supporting protection policies that raise internal prices.
V. Why is the region negotiating an EPA?
35. The region is involved in this negotiation process in order to conform to the terms of the Cotonou Accord that the member countries adopted.  The EPA option is an option agreed on by the two parties and not only by the EU!  But more fundamentally, the negotiation of an EPA based on the perspective of a free trade zone is aimed at allowing the exporter countries of the region, the three non-LDC countries which cannot benefit from the “everything but arms” (EBA) trade regime, to maintain privileged access to the European market.  This privileged access is linked to the existence of more interesting preferences in the framework of an EPA (free access) that in the framework of the regime applied to other non-ACP developing countries, the GSP (Generalised System of Preferences) ;
36. The region wants to maintain a negotiated trade regime between the two parties, which is not the case for the GSP or the EBA insofar as these are unilateral regimes that can be reviewed by the EU.  The EPAs are negotiated and its regulations cannot change without the agreement of both parties;
37. The region wants to use the EPA to move forward its dynamic of regional integration and to lend credibility to the reforms undertaken.  Consequently it wants all countries in the region to be a part of the same trade regime in order to facilitate the creation of a customs union and to avoid distortions and trade misappropriations as is the case today with import regimes that are very different (for example strong protection in Nigeria and weak protection in neighbouring countries who are part of WAEMU).

38. Finally, the region has the feeling, rightly or wrongly, that the future of European development money is largely conditional on the acceptance of the EPAs.  No law states such a link.  It is even clearly set out that the EU must propose an alternative trade regime, ensuring that previous advantages are safeguarded, to countries which do not want an EPA or cannot integrate one.  It is essential on issues of this nature to hold to the law in order to avoid blackmail and undue pressure.
VI. What are the stakes for West African agriculture?

39. The EPA is going to significantly change the trade environment for agricultural producers and the agro-food industries.  The issues can be broken down in the following way:

a. Issues linked to the creation of a Customs Union and the implementation of the ECOWAS CET;

b. Issues linked to improving the competitivity of West African farming;
c. Issues linked to trade liberalisation for agriculture and food products imported from the EU;

d. Issues linked to improving access to European markets for exports from the region;

e. Issues linked to the evolution of customs earnings and fiscal reforms;

f. Issues linked to the EU-ACP alliance in international negotiations.
40. Regarding issues linked to the creation of a Customs Union and the implementation of the ECOWAS CET.  The creation of a Customs Union with a common external tariff at the borders of the region, and a liberalised market within these borders, is a good thing for agriculture.  By expanding markets, opportunities are increased for producers and prices are better stabilised.  By promoting the circulation of products within the region, food security can be improved and the region can move towards regional food sovereignty.  This direction is in accordance with the ECOWAS Agricultural Policy, the ECOWAP. But it will take a lot of time and effort to actually suppress all obstacles to trade within the region, including “abnormal practices” by customs services and the police. The countries themselves also need to play the regional game and not be tempted to close their borders as soon as food deficits loom in neighbouring countries.  Finally and most importantly, everything depends on the level of the Common External Tariff: the CET. 

41. The CET was fixed on the basis of the WAEMU CET, with 4 tariff bands and maximum customs duties of 20%.  This progression not linked to the sensitivity of products but to the degree of processing.  By making this choice, the region is seeking to promote imports of raw materials and to develop internal processing.  But for example, milk powder is considered as an input and is only taxed at 5% whilst it is above all a competition product and the region should seek to protect local industries.  Rice is taxed at only 10% while countries are seeking to develop regional rice production, and have the potential to do so and in addition the price of rice is set to rise sharply on the international market in the future due to an increase in Asian demand.  The dependence of the region on rice imports is therefore a vulnerability and risk factor which it is imperative to take into consideration.
42. Still on the topic of the CET, this trade openness arises (Nigeria has steeply decreased its customs duties although it was the only country to properly protect its agriculture sector before) despite the fact that the main competitors to West Africa, (with the EU at the top of the list), still grant large scale support to their farmers.   The EU spends over 60 billion Euros in budget aid to support its agriculture, which is 15 times more than is allocated to the European Development Fund.  Total European support comes to 120 billion Euros a year and the global support for OECD countries totals 310 billion Euros a year.  The ECOWAS CET corresponds to a unilateral dismantling of protection measures (despite the fact that WA is already one of the most liberalised regions in the world) without the region obtaining commitments on the dismantling of subsidies that affect the competitivity of its products.
43. ECOWAS does not totally rule out putting in place a 5th band (for example at 50%) for sensitive products, particularly agricultural products.  It also envisages (in addition or instead of this 5th band) putting in place a compensatory withholding tax aimed at neutralising at the border the impact of subsidies allocated by exporters.  But these decisions have yet to be made.  They depend on the positions that the Trade Ministers will take in the coming weeks and consequently on the capacity of farmers’ organisations and other actors in the agro-food industries to put across their points of view. 

44. The issues linked to improving the competitivity of West African farmers.  The eventual creation of a free trade zone means that European and West African farmers will be in direct competition, including on the consumer markets of West Africa.  If this option is taken, there is the major issue of improving the competitivity of African farming.  This improvement in productivity is also essential to improve the capacity of production systems to respond to growing local demand.  Liberalisation, that is to say the de-taxation of inputs, could be an opportunity to this end.  But it is important to be vigilant on two levels: (i) some inputs are or could be produced in the region and so then could be considered as sensitive products; (ii) in the case of imported inputs, it is important to ensure that the suppression of customs duties are properly reflected in the price of the inputs and do not just serve to increase profit margins.  All will depend on the real competition situations or, on the contrary, on the positions of the importing monopolies.
45. Issues linked to trade liberalisation for agricultural and food products imported from the EU.  These issues have been partially touched on with the debate on the CET (see above).  All impact studies on this allude to the major risk of disloyal competition and the risk of producers in the region going out of business if the borders are open to competing European products.  These risks include products such as cereals, dairy products, meat, sugar, vegetables, etc.   The EU benefits both from a level of productivity and a level of public support which does not allow West African agriculture to resist if any corrective measures are taken.  This is the main subject of concern for West African countries and for those working in the agriculture and agro-food sector. 
46. The region has not yet entered into negotiations on trade liberalisation with the EU.  This will be done in the last phase which should start at the beginning of 2007.  To this end, it is considering ways of excluding the liberalisation of sensitive products, particularly food products.  This thinking needs to be done in conjunction with all actors, in each country and at a regional level, in order to determine the criteria for sensitive products, the indicators and the list of products that the region might consider for exclusion from liberalisation (sensitive products) or to delay application (semi-sensitive products).
47. Issues linked to improving access to European markets for regional exports.  The EPA is in theory the method that has been invented to allow non LDC countries to safeguard wide-scale access to the European market.  LDC countries export little due to their limited supply capacities and not because of the trade regime.  Furthermore, they have access to the EBA regime which allows them to export tax free to the European market all products except arms.  Non-LDC countries have kept some preferential margins on certain products but in general preferences have largely been eroded and there are not many differences between the preference system open to ACP countries and the GSP system that is open to their competitors.  For these products, access to European markets is now determined more by certification demands that by the few points of preferential margin.  The fact remains, however, that consideration needs to be given to export development strategies whether it be for LDC or non-LDC countries.  The issue still remains to be dealt with of whether it would be better to favour less rigorous regional markets in terms of standards for example, rather than imports from further afield.  Similarly it is important to draw properly on lessons learnt from failed strategies to diversify products, improve processing, diversify in terms of destinations, etc.  
48. Access to European markets is further restricted by problems with standards and technical obstacles to trade.  This necessitates action on three fronts: (i) first by promoting the involvement of ACP countries (administrations and operators) in the negotiation of standards both at an international level (codex alimentarius) as well as at a European one; (ii) in addition supporting the implementation of these standards by industries, including staff training and transfer of technology; (iii) and finally creating a watchdog to detect abuses in using the standards for protectionist ends. 
49. Issues linked to the evolution of customs earning and fiscal reforms.  One of the main impacts of trade liberalisation with the EU is found in the reduction in customs earnings.  This is a major source of concern for West Africa on two levels:

a. The first relates to the impact of the fiscal reforms brought about by the necessary shift from port taxation towards internal taxation.  This transfer of taxation worries industries in the modern (or formal) sector, in so far as customs duties affect all industries whether they are in the modern or the informal sector.  Whereas, internal taxation is more likely to be concentrated only on the formal sector industries.   This could increase the tax pressure on these industries and above all strengthen forms of disloyal competition between formal and informal sectors. 

b. The second source of concern stems from the reduction in public money allocated to financing public policies regarding the various production sectors.  This concern is further sharpened as States are already encountering major financing problems and are not managing to finance their sectoral policies except in a very partial and minimal fashion.  This is an essential point for the agriculture sector insofar as Governments are committed to dedicating more than 10% of their budgets to it and this should be regarded as the minimum in view of the importance of the sector.
50. Issues linked to the EU-ACP alliance in international negotiations.  The Cotonou Accord detailed cooperation between the EU and ACP in terms of multilateral negotiations.  This alliance should mean that the preoccupations of ACP countries, particularly West Africa, are heard on: (i) the flexibility of article XXIV on free trade zones; (ii) suppression of all forms of state support that affect the competitivity of products placed on international markets; (iii) special treatment for products that are strategic in food security and food sovereignty and safeguard mechanisms; etc.  However, this kind of alliance needs a common vision of trade regulation and this is by no means a given.
VII. How far along are the negotiations?
51. The negotiations have experienced severe delays in terms of the initial agenda.  These delays are due to institutional weaknesses amongst the relevant bodies (ECOWAS and WAEMU) responsible for negotiation and also the scale of the reforms that need to be defined and undertaken and finally of course the disagreements that exist between the two parties.
52. Logically, further delay seems unavoidable to bring the negotiations to their conclusion, especially when discussing dismantling customs tariffs (scale and rhythm of the liberalisation, coverage of products) and of financing the adjustment measures (often called “compensation” by West African negotiators). 

53. But above all, it seems that many of the laws have already been adopted or are in the process of being adopted with a view to creating the Customs Union, and for the implementation of the CET, etc., That is to say all the fronts on which structural reforms need to be put in place before changing the trade regime.  But the problem comes when trying to apply them effectively, something that is far from being done successfully.  The funds of the 9th EDF which should be used to prepare for the application of the EPA are still not committed despite the fact that they cover the period 2003-2007.  As for the CET, it is a sure bet that the countries will not have put in place the new customs structure by the end of 2007.   There are still differences on the definitive tariff for the post transition period for a number of products.
54. Finally deep divisions continue between the EU and WA on the development content of the EPAs.  The EC believes that trade is the best way of creating the foundations for development.  The means that should be put in place include: the application of reforms, good governance, combating corruption, assisting industries in meeting standards, utilisation of the EDF to implement the EPAs, etc.  For their part WA speaks of financing development programmes, improving industries, additional finance above and beyond the EDF, etc. 
VIII. The main proposals
55. The region has entered into these negotiations without having defined beforehand how it envisages a positive insertion into international trade.  It thus finds itself responding on a case by case basis to demands to open its borders that come from its partners (EU, China, USA) with no guiding directive other than liberalisation.  With a population that is doubling every 20 years, it represents a rapidly growing market, despite the fact that its export structure poses no threat for any of its partners.

56. Average customs duties applied by countries in the WAEMU zone to imports of European origin are currently in the region of 12%.  Objectively the main big essential question that presents itself to West African farmers is not to know if they should further decrease it by a few points or keep it at this level.  The real issue is: is this protection adequate to ensure development conditions for agriculture? Does it preserve and secure the investments and risks taken by the farmers?  Does it regulate markets to secure supply for consumers?  Does it avoid the transferral of international instabilities on to fragile markets?  Too great a focus on the EPA because it provides space for dialogue leads negotiators and actors to pass over this fundamental and critical issue. 

57. The first proposal concentrates on the definition of a vision for the integration of the region into the global economy.  This vision should be at once ambitious and pragmatic.  Ambitious when it is a question of defining the sectors on which it will base its development strategy, and with which sectoral polices and which policy at the region’s borders it will use to preserve its internal choices, etc. Pragmatic when it is a question of defining the means it has at its disposal to assume this choice and what it can expect from its partners both in terms of development aid and with regard to WTO or bilateral commitments in order to institute fairer trade regulations. 
58. The second proposal concentrates on the definition of a vision of the EPA for the region. It is still difficult even today to identify the position of the region on the main principles of market liberalisation for agricultural and food products.  It is hard to know how the negotiators expect to respect the objectives of ECOWAP in their negotiations with the EU.  And, even though the details should be ironed out later, it is fundamental that the negotiators make known their choices.  Do they envisage 80% liberalisation of their imports or do they expect to reduce this share and stick to the interests of the region?  Do they plan to freeze the negotiations as long as they have not managed to obtain guarantees from the European side on the issue of state subsidies for agriculture? 
59. The third proposal on the alternatives to the EPAs is based on a perspective of a free trade zone.  The deeper the debate goes, the more the reasons put forward in the EPA negotiations appear inadequate compared to the risks that are posed by a  free trade zone between two regions that are so far apart in terms of levels of development.  It is essential and responsible to take the time to envisage all other possible scenarios and to conduct in-depth impact studies on them and to discuss the results with all those involved.  These scenarios are: an EBA regime for the whole region (LDC region) ; an association accord with the EU; the GSP or GSP+ regime, etc. 

Table 3: Possible trade regimes for the countries of the region
	Status
	LDC
	Non - LDC

	Country
	Benin, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo, 
	Cap Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria, 

	Trade regime with the EU
	· Option 1: EPA
· Option 2: Everything But Arms (EBA) initiative
· Other to be defined?
	· Option 1: EPA
· Option 2 : GSP or GSP +

· Other to be defined?

	Share of the group of countries in ECOWAS exports to the EU (%)
	All products: 
	18.7
	All products: 
	81.3

	
	Agriculture and food products: 
	16.9
	Agriculture and food products: 
	83.1

	Share of the group in ECOWAS imports from the EU (%)
	All products: 
	41.5
	All products: 
	58.5

	
	Agriculture and food products: 
	46.5
	Agriculture and food products: 
	53.4


Source: Bureau Issala / CEDEAO 

60. The fourth proposal deals with the sense of partnership.  The negotiations show that the EU-ACP marriage is a broken one.  Reason leads them to continue to try to maintain a dialogue, but the overall impression is that there is no love left.  The reasons for cooperating together can be resumed thus “develop aid and stop migrations”.  In other words, there are the foundations of a partnership which are incapable of mobilising the societies on either side.  So the choice has to be made: deem that the couple has no future as it is and have the wisdom to either stick with it, or integrally re-evaluate the partnership by reconsidering all the common issues that advocate for a new kind of partnership.  
61. For the agriculture sector, this proposal means that this partnership cannot rely on the negotiations being solely conducted by the trade administrations.  All the actors in the sector need to be involved to debate the common issues, differences and conflicts of interest and to build a new kind of partnership.  For example, how can the EU and farming organisations support the implementation of ECOWAP?  What market share are Europe and its farmers ready to leave to ACP producers?  How can they become involved in supporting the development of production capacities?  What common agricultural policy reforms can be envisaged to get out of this logic of competition and envisage a rationale of trade cooperation? etc. 

62. It is at this price and only at this price that EU-ACP cooperation can become sensible again and once again influence the course of international relations.
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Feuil1

		Flux		Imports																				Flux		Exports																																												Destinations des exportations de la zone CEDEAO+RIM

		Produits		(Tous)																				Produits		(Tous)																				Flux		Imports										Flux		Exports										UE		32%

																																																																						intra-régional		8%

		Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Produits2		Année																		Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Produits2		Année																		Partenaire		CEDEAO-RIM(16)										Partenaire		CEDEAO-RIM(16)										Etats-Unis		27%

				Produits agro-alimentaires										Commerce total												Produits agro-alimentaires										Commerce total																																		Brésil		5%

		Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004		Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004		Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Année										Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Année										Inde		8%

		CEDEAO-RIM(16)		3,355,718		3,686,367		3,276,099		3,439,395		CEDEAO-RIM(16)		10,825,039		12,093,471		10,501,038		11,139,849				CEDEAO-RIM(16)		2,253,159		2,192,816		1,911,116		2,119,030		CEDEAO-RIM(16)		12,895,678		12,048,339		12,079,253		12,341,090				Produits		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Produits		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Autres		20%

		Côte d'Ivoire		1,807,521		2,022,305		1,664,164		1,831,330		Nigeria		5,000,818		6,164,051		5,220,862		5,461,910				Nigeria		692,761		712,627		575,512		660,300		Nigeria		5,130,051		5,010,348		5,220,081		5,120,160				Commerce total		10,825,039		12,093,471		10,501,038		11,139,849				Commerce total		12,895,678		12,048,339		12,079,253		12,341,090						100%

		Ghana		589,464		647,326		777,644		671,478		Côte d'Ivoire		2,511,304		2,511,354		2,147,856		2,390,171				Côte d'Ivoire		286,838		291,155		253,587		277,193		Côte d'Ivoire		1,260,526		1,085,332		1,160,047		1,168,635				Cocoa and derivatives		2,005,797		2,423,226		2,067,271		2,165,432				Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel		309,592		328,248		339,081		325,640

		Nigeria		362,630		470,023		339,429		390,694		Ghana		1,116,019		1,043,236		1,030,106		1,063,120				Sénégal		222,012		240,150		237,427		233,197		Sénégal		1,176,931		1,081,761		1,134,453		1,131,048				Fish		463,927		429,398		376,618		423,314				Tabacs		250,355		228,774		179,091		219,407

		Sénégal		332,913		292,177		245,789		290,293		Liberia		465,590		934,085		607,361		669,012				Ghana		131,806		145,517		163,831		147,052		Ghana		1,026,701		983,829		1,182,398		1,064,309				Fruits		301,828		331,194		340,726		324,583				Poissons		213,412		228,613		192,351		211,459

		Mauritanie		120,310		106,811		91,791		106,304		Guinée		477,403		365,015		364,757		402,392				Bénin		184,510		151,571		101,642		145,908		Liberia		900,857		631,743		376,819		636,473				Meat and fish derivatives		250,181		217,869		206,924		224,992				Préparations céréales, patisseries		196,584		179,153		196,578		190,772

		Autres								149,296		Sénégal		407,469		337,854		319,835		355,053				Mauritanie		127,834		126,519		115,454		123,269		Bénin		562,117		512,296		429,595		501,336				Animal & vegetable fats and oils		85,744		63,244		46,079		65,023				Préparations alimentaires diverses		182,745		157,953		149,510		163,403

		Togo		46,497		39,119		49,730		45,115		Mauritanie		373,258		320,349		343,520		345,709				Guinée		131,122		96,483		56,984		94,863		Togo		432,322		450,358		378,413		420,364				Oil producing grains & fruits		44,166		51,921		67,688		54,592				Préparations fruits et légumes		166,817		177,145		146,015		163,326

		Guinée		27,688		47,453		38,311		37,817		Autres								452,483				Togo		75,228		83,302		81,594		80,041		Mauritanie		401,242		401,917		381,956		395,038				Coffee, tea, maté, spices		45,738		44,324		41,206		43,756				Boissons et liquides		147,695		151,880		130,442		143,339

		Burkina Faso		11,475		13,930		20,028		15,144		Sierra Leone		84,621		111,327		113,440		103,129				Mali		83,160		67,179		52,770		67,703		Guinée		436,305		360,173		333,752		376,743				Vegetables, edible roots & tubers		42,996		41,068		44,544		42,869				Céréales		146,814		156,517		108,082		137,138

		Bénin		16,135		15,507		12,970		14,871		Niger		83,847		77,809		120,902		94,186				Cap-Vert		62,007		63,824		65,096		63,642		Mali		376,887		350,709		378,843		368,813				Others								94,835				Produits minoterie		120,757		119,699		113,351		117,936

		Gambie		22,534		7,239		12,502		14,092		Togo		68,376		63,665		68,127		66,723				Burkina Faso		58,691		52,442		50,797		53,977		Burkina Faso		267,809		330,114		341,213		313,045				Résidus industries alimentaires		41,251		17,190		18,304		25,582				Viandes		138,896		117,471		94,386		116,917

		Sierra Leone		5,735		8,630		9,396		7,920		Mali		66,123		45,332		55,181		55,545				Autres								171,886		Autres								845,124				Préparations alimentaires diverses		30,024		19,775		15,466		21,755				Sucres et sucreries		135,556		114,795		72,084		107,478

		Mali		6,016		4,579		5,732		5,442		Burkina Faso		53,266		46,185		41,463		46,971				Gambie		55,905		46,906		39,623		47,478		Sierra Leone		304,319		285,292		175,161		254,924				Sucres et sucreries		17,797		22,000		19,100		19,632				Graisses et huiles animales et végétales		125,303		104,326		69,410		99,680

		Guinée-Bissau		3,985		5,380		3,935		4,433		Bénin		58,068		37,182		32,141		42,464				Sierra Leone		64,206		42,746		33,917		46,956		Cap-Vert		244,559		225,161		230,930		233,550				Gommes, résines		5,226		3,967		9,922		6,371				Légumes, racines, tubercules alim.		46,097		53,701		50,147		49,982

		Liberia		1,396		3,139		2,154		2,230		Cap-Vert		24,040		19,838		13,418		19,099				Niger		41,196		35,491		32,833		36,507		Niger		211,570		182,154		215,218		202,981				Plantes et floriculture		6,021		6,243		5,257		5,841				Autres								72,555

		Niger		1,266		1,644		1,359		1,423		Gambie		23,984		8,370		17,193		16,516				Liberia		20,309		21,306		33,879		25,165		Gambie		122,863		112,792		100,552		112,069				Préparations fruits et légumes		3,305		4,046		5,961		4,437				Préparations viandes et poissons		14,296		15,116		15,357		14,923

		Cap-Vert		154		1,106		1,165		808		Guinée-Bissau		10,856		7,818		4,876		7,850				Guinée-Bissau		15,574		15,598		16,169		15,780		Guinée-Bissau		40,618		44,359		39,824		41,601				Autres produits animaux		3,395		2,379		2,673		2,815				Résidus industries alimentaires		9,790		11,474		12,291		11,185

																																														Boissons et liquides		2,795		3,357		2,184		2,779				Café, thé, maté, épices		10,552		11,450		11,422		11,141

																																														Animaux vivants		2,315		2,227		2,648		2,397				Fruits		12,589		10,217		9,557		10,788

																																														Tabacs		932		676		1,217		941				Graines et fruits oléagineux		6,169		7,895		6,668		6,911

																																														Préparations céréales, patisseries		1,044		683		835		854				Cacao et préparations		7,470		4,777		4,808		5,685

																																														Produits minoterie		536		597		1,051		728				Animaux vivants		5,059		5,665		4,616		5,113

																																														Matières à tresser		547		387		363		432				Gommes, résines		4,333		4,128		3,033		3,832

																																														Viandes		140		288		8		145				Plantes et floriculture		1,028		3,129		1,666		1,941

																				Commerce total																										Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel		8		274		23		102				Autres produits animaux		1,150		607		1,075		944

																																														Céréales		5		33		32		23				Matières à tresser		102		84		93		93

																										en 1000 euros		en %																																																Produits				2002-2004

																				Exportations totales						11,139,849																																																		Commerce total				12,341,090

																				Exportations agricoles et alimentaires						3,459,395		31.1%																																																Commerce agricole				2,119,030		17.2%

																				Importations totales						12,341,090																																																		Dont :

																				Importations agricoles et alimentaires						2,119,030		17.2%																																																Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel				325,640		15.4%

																																																																												Tabacs				219,407		10.4%

																																																																												Poissons				211,459		10.0%

																																																																												Préparations céréales, patisseries				190,772		9.0%

																																																																												Préparations alimentaires diverses				163,403		7.7%

																																																																												Préparations fruits et légumes				163,326		7.7%

																																																																												Boissons et liquides				143,339		6.8%

																																																																												Céréales				137,138		6.5%

																																																																												Produits minoterie				117,936		5.6%

																																																																												Viandes				116,917		5.5%

																																																																												Sucres et sucreries				107,478		5.1%

																																																																												Graisses et huiles animales et végétales				99,680		4.7%

																																																																												Légumes, racines, tubercules alim.				49,982		2.4%

																																																																												Autres				72,555		3.4%

																																																																												source: Comext

																																																												Produits				2002-2004

																																																												Commerce total				12,341,090

																																																												Commerce agricole				2,119,030		17.2%

																																																												Dont :

																																																												Céréales et dérivés				445,845		21.0%

																																																												Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel				325,640		15.4%

																																																												Tabacs				219,407		10.4%

																																																												Poissons				211,459		10.0%

																																																												Préparations alimentaires diverses				163,403		7.7%

																																																												Préparations fruits et légumes				163,326		7.7%

																																																												Boissons et liquides				143,339		6.8%

																																																												Viandes				116,917		5.5%

																																																												Sucres et sucreries				107,478		5.1%

																																																												Graisses et huiles animales et végétales				99,680		4.7%

																																																												Légumes, racines, tubercules alim.				49,982		2.4%

																																																												Autres				72,555		3.4%

																																																												source: Comext
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Feuil1

		Flux		Imports																				Flux		Exports																																												Destinations des exportations de la zone CEDEAO+RIM

		Produits		(Tous)																				Produits		(Tous)																				Flux		Imports										Flux		Exports										UE		32%

																																																																						intra-régional		8%

		Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Produits2		Année																		Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Produits2		Année																		Partenaire		CEDEAO-RIM(16)										Partenaire		CEDEAO-RIM(16)										Etats-Unis		27%

				Produits agro-alimentaires										Commerce total												Produits agro-alimentaires										Commerce total																																		Brésil		5%

		Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004		Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004		Partenaire		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Année										Somme Valeurs (x1000 ecus)		Année										Inde		8%

		CEDEAO-RIM(16)		3,355,718		3,686,367		3,276,099		3,439,395		CEDEAO-RIM(16)		10,825,039		12,093,471		10,501,038		11,139,849				CEDEAO-RIM(16)		2,253,159		2,192,816		1,911,116		2,119,030		CEDEAO-RIM(16)		12,895,678		12,048,339		12,079,253		12,341,090				Produits		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Produits		2002		2003		2004		2002-2004				Autres		20%

		Côte d'Ivoire		1,807,521		2,022,305		1,664,164		1,831,330		Nigeria		5,000,818		6,164,051		5,220,862		5,461,910				Nigeria		692,761		712,627		575,512		660,300		Nigeria		5,130,051		5,010,348		5,220,081		5,120,160				Commerce total		10,825,039		12,093,471		10,501,038		11,139,849				Commerce total		12,895,678		12,048,339		12,079,253		12,341,090						100%

		Ghana		589,464		647,326		777,644		671,478		Côte d'Ivoire		2,511,304		2,511,354		2,147,856		2,390,171				Côte d'Ivoire		286,838		291,155		253,587		277,193		Côte d'Ivoire		1,260,526		1,085,332		1,160,047		1,168,635				Cocoa & derivatives		2,005,797		2,423,226		2,067,271		2,165,432				Milk, dairy, eggs, honey		309,592		328,248		339,081		325,640

		Nigeria		362,630		470,023		339,429		390,694		Ghana		1,116,019		1,043,236		1,030,106		1,063,120				Sénégal		222,012		240,150		237,427		233,197		Sénégal		1,176,931		1,081,761		1,134,453		1,131,048				Fish		463,927		429,398		376,618		423,314				Tobacco		250,355		228,774		179,091		219,407

		Sénégal		332,913		292,177		245,789		290,293		Liberia		465,590		934,085		607,361		669,012				Ghana		131,806		145,517		163,831		147,052		Ghana		1,026,701		983,829		1,182,398		1,064,309				Fruits		301,828		331,194		340,726		324,583				Fish		213,412		228,613		192,351		211,459

		Mauritanie		120,310		106,811		91,791		106,304		Guinée		477,403		365,015		364,757		402,392				Bénin		184,510		151,571		101,642		145,908		Liberia		900,857		631,743		376,819		636,473				Meat & fish products		250,181		217,869		206,924		224,992				Cereal products, pastries		196,584		179,153		196,578		190,772

		Autres								149,296		Sénégal		407,469		337,854		319,835		355,053				Mauritanie		127,834		126,519		115,454		123,269		Bénin		562,117		512,296		429,595		501,336				Graisses et huiles animales et végétales		85,744		63,244		46,079		65,023				Various food preparations		182,745		157,953		149,510		163,403

		Togo		46,497		39,119		49,730		45,115		Mauritanie		373,258		320,349		343,520		345,709				Guinée		131,122		96,483		56,984		94,863		Togo		432,322		450,358		378,413		420,364				Graines et fruits oléagineux		44,166		51,921		67,688		54,592				Fruit & vegetable preparations		166,817		177,145		146,015		163,326

		Guinée		27,688		47,453		38,311		37,817		Autres								452,483				Togo		75,228		83,302		81,594		80,041		Mauritanie		401,242		401,917		381,956		395,038				Café, thé, maté, épices		45,738		44,324		41,206		43,756				Drinks & liquids		147,695		151,880		130,442		143,339

		Burkina Faso		11,475		13,930		20,028		15,144		Sierra Leone		84,621		111,327		113,440		103,129				Mali		83,160		67,179		52,770		67,703		Guinée		436,305		360,173		333,752		376,743				Légumes, racines, tubercules alim.		42,996		41,068		44,544		42,869				Cereals		146,814		156,517		108,082		137,138

		Bénin		16,135		15,507		12,970		14,871		Niger		83,847		77,809		120,902		94,186				Cap-Vert		62,007		63,824		65,096		63,642		Mali		376,887		350,709		378,843		368,813				Autres								94,835				Flour-milling products		120,757		119,699		113,351		117,936

		Gambie		22,534		7,239		12,502		14,092		Togo		68,376		63,665		68,127		66,723				Burkina Faso		58,691		52,442		50,797		53,977		Burkina Faso		267,809		330,114		341,213		313,045				Résidus industries alimentaires		41,251		17,190		18,304		25,582				Meat		138,896		117,471		94,386		116,917

		Sierra Leone		5,735		8,630		9,396		7,920		Mali		66,123		45,332		55,181		55,545				Autres								171,886		Autres								845,124				Préparations alimentaires diverses		30,024		19,775		15,466		21,755				Sugar & sugar products		135,556		114,795		72,084		107,478

		Mali		6,016		4,579		5,732		5,442		Burkina Faso		53,266		46,185		41,463		46,971				Gambie		55,905		46,906		39,623		47,478		Sierra Leone		304,319		285,292		175,161		254,924				Sugar and sugar products		17,797		22,000		19,100		19,632				Vegetable & animal fats and oils		125,303		104,326		69,410		99,680

		Guinée-Bissau		3,985		5,380		3,935		4,433		Bénin		58,068		37,182		32,141		42,464				Sierra Leone		64,206		42,746		33,917		46,956		Cap-Vert		244,559		225,161		230,930		233,550				Gommes, résines		5,226		3,967		9,922		6,371				Vegetables, edible roots and tubers		46,097		53,701		50,147		49,982

		Liberia		1,396		3,139		2,154		2,230		Cap-Vert		24,040		19,838		13,418		19,099				Niger		41,196		35,491		32,833		36,507		Niger		211,570		182,154		215,218		202,981				Plantes et floriculture		6,021		6,243		5,257		5,841				Others								72,555

		Niger		1,266		1,644		1,359		1,423		Gambie		23,984		8,370		17,193		16,516				Liberia		20,309		21,306		33,879		25,165		Gambie		122,863		112,792		100,552		112,069				Préparations fruits et légumes		3,305		4,046		5,961		4,437				Préparations viandes et poissons		14,296		15,116		15,357		14,923

		Cap-Vert		154		1,106		1,165		808		Guinée-Bissau		10,856		7,818		4,876		7,850				Guinée-Bissau		15,574		15,598		16,169		15,780		Guinée-Bissau		40,618		44,359		39,824		41,601				Autres produits animaux		3,395		2,379		2,673		2,815				Résidus industries alimentaires		9,790		11,474		12,291		11,185

																																														Boissons et liquides		2,795		3,357		2,184		2,779				Café, thé, maté, épices		10,552		11,450		11,422		11,141

																																														Animaux vivants		2,315		2,227		2,648		2,397				Fruits		12,589		10,217		9,557		10,788

																																														Tabacs		932		676		1,217		941				Graines et fruits oléagineux		6,169		7,895		6,668		6,911

																																														Préparations céréales, patisseries		1,044		683		835		854				Cacao et préparations		7,470		4,777		4,808		5,685

																																														Produits minoterie		536		597		1,051		728				Animaux vivants		5,059		5,665		4,616		5,113

																																														Matières à tresser		547		387		363		432				Gommes, résines		4,333		4,128		3,033		3,832

																																														Viandes		140		288		8		145				Plantes et floriculture		1,028		3,129		1,666		1,941

																				Commerce total																										Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel		8		274		23		102				Autres produits animaux		1,150		607		1,075		944

																																														Céréales		5		33		32		23				Matières à tresser		102		84		93		93

																										en 1000 euros		en %																																																Produits				2002-2004

																				Exportations totales						11,139,849																																																		Commerce total				12,341,090

																				Exportations agricoles et alimentaires						3,459,395		31.1%																																																Commerce agricole				2,119,030		17.2%

																				Importations totales						12,341,090																																																		Dont :

																				Importations agricoles et alimentaires						2,119,030		17.2%																																																Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel				325,640		15.4%

																																																																												Tabacs				219,407		10.4%

																																																																												Poissons				211,459		10.0%

																																																																												Préparations céréales, patisseries				190,772		9.0%

																																																																												Préparations alimentaires diverses				163,403		7.7%

																																																																												Préparations fruits et légumes				163,326		7.7%

																																																																												Boissons et liquides				143,339		6.8%

																																																																												Céréales				137,138		6.5%

																																																																												Produits minoterie				117,936		5.6%

																																																																												Viandes				116,917		5.5%

																																																																												Sucres et sucreries				107,478		5.1%

																																																																												Graisses et huiles animales et végétales				99,680		4.7%

																																																																												Légumes, racines, tubercules alim.				49,982		2.4%

																																																																												Autres				72,555		3.4%

																																																																												source: Comext

																																																												Produits				2002-2004

																																																												Commerce total				12,341,090

																																																												Commerce agricole				2,119,030		17.2%

																																																												Dont :

																																																												Céréales et dérivés				445,845		21.0%

																																																												Lait, laiterie, oeufs, miel				325,640		15.4%

																																																												Tabacs				219,407		10.4%

																																																												Poissons				211,459		10.0%

																																																												Préparations alimentaires diverses				163,403		7.7%

																																																												Préparations fruits et légumes				163,326		7.7%

																																																												Boissons et liquides				143,339		6.8%

																																																												Viandes				116,917		5.5%

																																																												Sucres et sucreries				107,478		5.1%

																																																												Graisses et huiles animales et végétales				99,680		4.7%

																																																												Légumes, racines, tubercules alim.				49,982		2.4%

																																																												Autres				72,555		3.4%

																																																												source: Comext

										Moyenne 2002-04						en 1000 euros		en %

										Exportations totales						11,139,849

										Exportations agricoles et alimentaires						3,459,395		31.1%

										Importations totales						12,341,090

										Importations agricoles et alimentaires						2,119,030		17.2%

										Source: Comext
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